Call for Papers
Emanuele Severino — Metaphysics of Eternity between Parmenides and Modernity

Planned edited volume in the series: Metaphysische Neubetrachtungen.
Rezeptionsgeschichtliche und systematische Perspektiven. Edited by Jan Kerkmann & Moritz
R. Pretzsch (De Gruyter Brill)

Subject and Objectives

Emanuele Severino (1929-2020) is among the most original and at the same time most
radical thinkers of European philosophy in the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. His
work constitutes one of the most consistent attempts to critique Western metaphysics from
within its own presuppositions while at the same time re-founding it. At the center of his
philosophy lies the thesis of the eternity of all beings and the diagnosis of the “madness of
becoming,” which Severino identifies as the fundamental error of the entire Western tradition
since Plato.

Starting from a rigorous reappropriation of the Parmenidean conception of being, Severino
develops a metaphysics that is directed both against the nihilism of modernity and against the
implicit assumptions of classical ontology. His return to Parmenides is not antiquarian in
nature, but systematically motivated: Parmenides appears as the thinker in whom the truth of
being—the impossibility of non-being—is still thought without distortion, before it falls into
oblivion through the introduction of becoming, negativity, and finitude.

Severino’s thought unfolds in critical engagement with central figures in the history of
philosophy (Plato, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, Hegel, Nietzsche, Heidegger), with Christian
theology, with science and technology, and with the political and cultural self-interpretation
of modernity. In this way, an extreme degree of systematic rigor is combined with a far-
reaching sensitivity to reception history.

The planned edited volume aims to explore Severino’s philosophy both systematically and
from the perspective of reception history and to bring it into a productive dialogue with the
philosophical tradition and contemporary philosophy. The goal is to make visible Severino’s
significance for metaphysics, ontology, philosophy of religion, philosophy of technology, and
cultural critique, and to anchor his thought more firmly beyond the Italian-speaking
intellectual sphere.

Possible Thematic Areas (Selection)
Contributions may address, among other topics, the following aspects:

* Severino’s return to Parmenides and the significance of Parmenidean aletheia
* The thesis of the eternity of beings and its systematic implications

* Critique of becoming, nihilism, and the metaphysics of finitude

* Severino and the history of metaphysics (Plato, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, Hegel)

* Severino and Nietzsche, Heidegger, or existentialism

* The relationship between metaphysics, science, and technology

* Severino’s philosophy of religion and his critique of the Christian doctrine of creation
* Language, truth, and appearance in Severino



* Political, cultural, and ethical dimensions of his thought
* Reception-historical perspectives on Severino
» Comparative studies (e.g., Severino and Plotinus; Severino and Nicholas of Cusa)

Interdisciplinary approaches as well as innovative systematic interpretations are explicitly
welcome.

Languages

Contributions may be submitted in:
German, English, or Italian

Formal Requirements and Deadlines

Abstract (max. 300 characters):
Submission deadline: 01 June 2026

Notification of acceptance:
by 15 June 2026

Full paper:
Length: max. 60,000 characters (including spaces), font: Times New Roman, line spacing:
1.5, submission deadline: 31 December 2026

Submission

Abstracts and full papers should be submitted by e-mail to:
jan.kerkmann@philosophie.uni-freiburg.de; moritzpretzsch@uni-kassel.de



